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Dementia  
Care Village 

SA Health has partnered with HammondCare to deliver 
innovative, home-like accommodation to care for people 
with varying stages of dementia.

The Dementia Care Village will ensure the most vulnerable 
South Australians can live with dignity and quality of life.

Site works for the new 78 bed facility have 
commenced and once complete will include:

2 x 9 bed Specialist Dementia Care Units 
for care and support for people with severe 
behaviours and psychological symptoms of 
dementia (18 beds total).

4 x 15 bed cottages for care and support for 
people with dementia who have complex 
care needs (60 beds total).

The new facility is an important step in implementing  
the Oakden Response statewide model of care, providing 
best practice services for people living with dementia.

HammondCare will be supported by specialist clinical 
staff from SA Health such as psychogeriatricians and 
geriatricians.

Specialised Advanced  
Dementia Unit 

The 12 bed Specialised Advanced Dementia Unit 
(SADU) was opened in August 2020 for people living 
with advanced dementia.

SADU was developed using the latest evidence-based  
research and consumer input. Consumers and 
Dementia Australia were involved in the planning 
and design to ensure the best environment possible 
for people with dementia. The design incorporates 
dementia enabling principles in a nurturing home-
like environment.

SADU is part of the wider Southern Health 
Expansion Plan, a series of service moves to boost 
health services in Southern Adelaide. Under the 
plan, patients with dementia previously cared 
for in Myles Ward at Noarlunga Hospital are now 
receiving care at SADU.

       Through purposeful co-design with patients, 
families and staff, the SADU has been  
created in line with the latest environmental 
dementia research.

It is so important that patients, particularly 
those with dementia and complex care needs, 
receive the treatment and care they deserve in  
an appropriate environment.

Co-locating the SADU, Dementia Care Village, 
Neurobehavioural Unit and community 
mental health services at the Repat will 
provide excellence in dementia care for South 
Australians.

This is great news for the local community and my 
colleagues – our nurses, doctors and allied health 
professionals – and we are looking forward to 
the opportunities the new development offers for 
applying world-leading treatments and research 
into the services delivered.

Associate Professor  
Craig Whitehead 
Clinical Director, Division 
of Rehabilitation, Aged 
Care and Palliative Care, 
Southern Adelaide Local 
Health Network
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Construction will commence in late 2020  
on a 24 bed Brain Injury Rehabilitation  
and 24 bed Spinal Cord Injury 
Rehabilitation facility.

This facility will provide a high-quality, modern 
and contemporary environment to support 
treatment and recovery from brain injury and 
spinal cord injury. The facility will deliver a 
patient and family centred service, offering 
research and therapy spaces, including a 
sports gymnasium designed specifically to 
complement rehabilitation services.

5
Construction has commenced on a new 
town square in the heart of the Repat.  
The community hub will include an open and 
flexible outdoor space and a new wheelchair 
sports stadium.

3
Refurbishment works for the 18 bed 
Neurobehavioural Unit (NBU) alongside the 
Specialised Advanced Dementia Unit (SADU) 
are now completed.

The design of the NBU was informed by people 
with lived experience of dementia, bringing 
together families of past Oakden residents as 
well as carers of people living with dementia 
to improve services for residents with 
dementia and their loved ones.

The NBU will include videoconferencing and 
telehealth facilities so the expertise of staff 
can be easily shared with clinicians in regional 
and remote areas.

Preparation is underway for the opening of 
this statewide service.

7
A 26 bed care transition facility is under 
construction and due to open in the first half of 
2021. Once completed, it will become a statewide 
hub for people transitioning to home or an aged 
care facility following acute care treatment.

Wards 1 and 2 at the Repat Health Precinct will be 
revived to continue providing care into the future.

4 The hydrotherapy pool reopened in 2018.

SA Medical Imaging, 
Orthotics and 
Prosthetics SA, and 
ACH Group are all 
currently operating at the 
Repat Health Precinct.

A new facility will be 
built for Statewide 
Eating Disorder 
Services, including a 
residential facility.

40 beds already operating 
at the Repat site:

> 20 beds currently in 
rehabilitation building  
(to be relocated to new 
26 bed care transition 
facility) 

> 20 beds kept open in the 
VITA Precinct (originally 
planned for closure by 
the end of 2018).

A Veteran Wellbeing Centre, jointly 
funded by the Commonwealth and 
South Australian Governments, is being 
established, to provide services and 
support for veterans and their families. 
The development of the Centre will sit 
within a broader Veterans’ Precinct at the 
Repat site, ensuring the Repat Chapel, 
Remembrance Gardens, Museum and 
a refurbished SPF Hall are protected and 
preserved as community assets.
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An additional $6 million is being invested for step down 
transitional accommodation at the Repat Health 
Precinct to support people with brain injury and spinal 
cord injury to transition from acute rehabilitation back 
into the community.

The Southern Older Persons Community Mental 
Health Service relocated to the Repat in March 2020 
into the refurbished C Block. This team works with about 
130 consumers in Southern Adelaide who need care to 
manager their acute or chronic mental illness and maximise 
their quality of life. In being on the site together with the 
Dementia Care Village, there will be opportuntities for the 
team to provide specialised in-reach support to enhance 
the quality of care for these vulnerable consumers.
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Co-designing the 
Neurobehavioural Unit
People with lived experience of caring for a 
family member with extreme symptoms of 
dementia have been involved in shaping the 
design for the new 18 bed Neurobehavioural 
Unit (NBU).

SA Health has been working to ensure new 
dementia facilities and services planned for the 
Repat will meet the needs of consumers and the 
expectations of their families.

      Engaging families with lived experience 
has been instrumental in the development of 
the NBU as a fit for purpose facility.

As part of the design process, we worked with 
The Australian Centre for Social Innovation 
(TACSI), Oakden families, and families who 
currently have loved ones in care.

The experience, knowledge and perspective 
these family members and carers have 
contributed to the design work has been 
invaluable. Thanks to the engagement 
process we were able to better understand 
the unique care needs of people living in 
the NBU and how we can enable people to 
continue living their best life.

This led to the addition of flexible spaces that 
allow families to bond and be together, good 
connections between indoor and outdoor 
spaces and the creation of shared spaces 
that support safe interactions.

Alongside expert input, the first-hand 
knowledge from families has ensured the 
architects have a deep understanding on how 
to design a facility to support and improve 
outcomes for people with the most extreme 
behavioural and psychological symptoms of 
dementia.

This engagement has created a well 
designed, person-centred, dementia friendly 
community at the Repat.

Engagement with a broader group of people 
with lived experience is occurring as plans for 
the broader precinct progress.

Cassie Mason,  
Office for Ageing WellApproximately 1944. Dawes House, which became 

Repatriation General Hospital. Sister Fern Purnell 
stands in the foreground with a patient.

State Library of South Australia, B 63111. 

Reactivating the Repat
The Repatriation General Hospital (Repat) has a long 
and important history in South Australia.

Opened in 1942, the Repat was one of a number 
of Repatriation General Hospitals set up by the 
Commonwealth Government as part of our World 
War II effort.

The Repat has long held a special place in the heart 
of South Australians, stemming from its history as a 
place for Veterans and the role the Repat has played 
in helping so many families through difficult times.

The community fought hard to reactivate the Repat. 
Clinicians, stakeholders and the community have all 
helped to set the direction for reactivating the Repat 
as a thriving health precinct.

A broad engagement process was undertaken to 
provide the community and stakeholders with an 
opportunity to participate in and contribute to 
a Master Plan for the reactivation. Community 
engagement specialists democracyCo designed and 
ran a broad community engagement process in 2018 
that refined the vision for a reactivated Repat.

1,500+ people participated in the 
community engagement process

The feedback demonstrated the community’s strong 
view that the Repat site should be reactivated as a 
health precinct to take pressure off the health system 
and provide world-class services for South Australians.

A key outcome from engagement with the Veteran 
community was to ensure that key heritage assets 
including the Repat Chapel, Remembrance Gardens, 
Museum and SPF Hall are protected and preserved as 
community assets for future generations.

Ongoing community participation in the design of 
facilities and services is essential to ensuring the 
Repat meets the needs of the community.

Questions or feedback:  
Health.ReactivatingTheRepat@sa.gov.au

mailto:Health.ReactivatingTheRepat@sa.gov.au
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Patients with dementia and complex care needs 
previously treated at Noarlunga Hospital’s Myles 
Ward have transferred to a new, state-of-the-art  
12 bed specialist facility at the Repat Health Precinct.

Formerly Ward 20, this enhanced facility treats patients with dementia requiring short term medical 
intervention prior to returning home.

Our highly skilled and caring staff have relocated from the Unit at Noarlunga to the Repat Health 
Precinct, ensuring the continuity of care for patients and their families.

An acute medical ward has opened in the Myles 
Ward space at Noarlunga Hospital, enhancing acute 
capacity and increasing overnight medical cover in  
the Emergency Department.

More acute care at Noarlunga Hospital means more patients can receive end to end care,  
closer to home, rather than seeking treatment at Flinders Medical Centre. This move will  
also reduce ambulance transfers to Flinders Medical Centre.

The space created at Flinders Medical Centre will 
enable the expansion of the Emergency Department 
by up to 30 more emergency treatment spaces:

+12 more Emergency Extended Care Unit beds

+12 more treatment bays

+6 flexible beds

An expanded ED will significantly reduce ambulance ramping, ease pressure  
on our EDs and meet the needs of the growing southern population.

Southern Health Expansion Plan
A series of service moves that will boost health services in the South.
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3Flinders Medical Centre
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It will also include a complete refurbishment of the Paediatric Emergency Department with better separation from  
the adult treatment areas, allowing for additional privacy for families when visiting the ED.

Works are expected to be completed in mid-2021.

Step
Repat Health Precinct
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