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National Shortage of Morphine Sulfate 30mg/mL Injection

Purpose

~ Toinform SA Health staff of a national shortage of morphine sulfate
30mg/mL injection.

Summary of Issues

> Morphine sulfate 30mg/mL injection is currently unavailable from Australian
distributors, due to a manufacturing shortage.

- Alternative morphine injection products are available at SA Health sites;
including DBL® morphine sulfate 10mg/mL injection.

> lItis anticipated the shortage will be resolved by late June 2019.

SA Health Action Plan

>~ SA Pharmacy is closely monitoring stock levels and will coordinate
transfers between sites as needed.

- Consider use of DBL® morphine sulfate 10mg/mL injection or other clinically
appropriate alternatives.

Action Required by SA Health Staff:

1. Be aware of the current shortage of morphine sulfate 30mg/mL injection,
and consider use of an alternative strength of morphine sulfate injection or,
other clinically appropriate medicines.

2. Ensure appropriate checking procedures are in place when selecting and
preparing different strength morphine products.

Action Required by SA Health Services:

1. Ensure all relevant staff are aware of and have access to this notice.

2. Determine a local approach in conjunction with the LHN Pharmacy
Department, Pain or Palliative Care Services, and/or other local specialists
as appropriate.

3. For any enquiries or urgent supply concerns, please contact your
Pharmacist or Pharmacy Department.

For further information, please email HealthMedicationSafety@sa.gov.au

The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) provides details of medicines
shortages and the expected timeframe for supplies to return to normal.
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https://apps.tga.gov.au/Prod/msi/Search/Details/morphine-sulfate-pentahydrate

