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South Australian Policy Advisory Committee on Technology  

Information Sheet (15-02) 

 

Horizon Scanning for clinicians and decision-makers 

 

What is Horizon Scanning? 

Horizon scanning, also known as an early awareness and alert system (EAAS), provides current 

information regarding the safety, effectiveness, cost-effectiveness, ethical and policy 

considerations around the use of new and emerging technologies for clinicians, health 

planners and policy makers. Horizon scanning can also be used to inform the implementation 

of health technologies in clinical practice; as well as long-term planning and anticipation of 

future needs. 

In order to identify relevant health technologies a process of searching, filtering and 

prioritising technologies is conducted. Along with an understanding of the target audience, 

horizon scanning programs must have a defined time horizon based on developmental stages 

of a health technology, rigorous assessment methodologies and report templates, processes 

for sharing information and schedules for updating reports if required. 

South Australian Policy Advisory Committee on Technology (SAPACT) 

One of the roles of SAPACT is developing and facilitating horizon scanning programs at a local, 

statewide and national-level. In particular, the SAPACT has mechanisms for identifying new 

and emerging health technologies which may impact SA Health. 

As part of the development and coordination of horizon scanning and health technology 

governance in South Australian, SAPACT works closely with national committee, HealthPACT 

and inputs into their horizon scanning program. The horizon scanning program developed by 

the HealthPACT aims to aid the prioritisation and allocation of resources to ensure maximum 

utilisation of resources Australia-wide. Figure 1 outlines the horizon scanning process used by 

HealthPACT. 

Identifying SA Health priorities for new and emerging technologies  

As a member of HealthPACT, SA Health has the opportunity to review the technologies 

identified by HealthPACT’s horizon scanning program and contribute to the priority setting for 

those where detailed assessment would be useful. 

To ensure the technologies most relevant to the state public health systems are given priority 

for evaluation, HealthPACT disseminates a list of health technologies which have met their 

filtration criteria for prioritisation.  The SAPACT Secretariat coordinates SA Health’s input. 

This is achieved by circulating the list of health technologies to SAPACT members, Clinical 

Networks and other clinicians as appropriate for advice and feedback in relation to the 

relevance and potential impact of the technologies to SA Health. This occurs three times a 

year and is outlined in Figure 2.  

 

Feedback from the states is compiled by HealthPACT and incorporated into the workplan for 

further assessment depending upon the overall priorities. Due to this voting and nomination 

procedure it is important that SAPACT members and nominees review the HealthPACT 

technology list according to the relevance to SA Health to ensure  

technologies of importance to South Australia are evaluated in a timely manner. 
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Guiding principles for determining the relevance of new health technologies to SA Health 

includes review of the following: 

 Is this health technology relevant or of significant interest to SA Health clinicians 

and/or services? Is this technology currently being used within SA Health? 

 Is the technology new or innovative? Or is this technology only new to SA Health? 

 Does this new technology treat a disease which represents a considerable burden to 

the SA health care system; and for which improvements in clinical care would have a 

significant impact? 

 Are there existing treatments within SA Health for this condition which provide 

quality care? 

 Would the technology have a significant impact within the model-of-care, including 

diagnostic utilisation and after-care? 

 Would this technology have a significant economic impact? 

 

Following receipt of your review of the HealthPACT health technology list by the SAPACT 

members and nominees, the SAPACT Secretariat will compile the results and pass on to the 

HealthPACT for review, compilation and scheduling of the HealthPACT workplan. If nominated 

health technologies are not added to the HealthPACT workplan but are of importance to SA 

Health, the SAPACT Secretariat will develop and provide an information summary on the 

technology. 

 

For further detail refer to Figure 1 outlining the HealthPACT horizon scanning process and 

Figure 2 outlining the SAPACT voting process for nomination of health technologies for 

assessment by the HealthPACT. 

 

For more information regarding the SAPACT please visit the SAPACT website or contact the 

SAPACT Secretariat. 

http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/about+sa+health/reporting+and+advisory+groups/health+technology+advisory+committees
mailto:Health.SAPACT@health.sa.gov.au
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Figure 1 HealthPACT Horizon Scanning process 
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For more information 

Medicines and Technology Policy and Programs (MTPP) branch 

SA Health  

PO Box 287, Rundle Mall 

ADELAIDE   SA   5000 

(08) 8204 1944 

SAPACT@health.sa.gov.au 
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Figure 2 The SAPACT and HealthPACT coordinated horizon scanning process 
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