

	VACCINE STANDING MEDICATION ORDER TEMPLATE

	Title (TGA registration) 
	Vaccine full name

	Date 
	Date commenced or reviewed

	Date for next review
	Date e.g., 12 months after first implemented or previous review, and at least every two years. 

	Author
	Name and address of the organisation developing the vaccine standing medication order (SMO)

	Person responsible
	Name 

	Position
	Position title 

	References
	List current references used in creating the content of the vaccine SMO, e.g.:

· The Australian Immunisation Handbook online edition 
· Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (South Australia) Act 
· Controlled Substances Act  (and its Regulations)
· Consent to Medical Treatment and Palliative Care Act 

· Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia registration standards, codes and guidelines.
· Australian Product Information 

· Australian Immunisation Advisory Group on Immunisations (ATAGI) statements, clinical guidelines 


	Version 
	Version 1.0

	APPLICATION OF VACCINE STANDING MEDICATION ORDER

	Clinical practice areas where an SMO can be used
	Any immunisation service conducted by a medical practice, local government, community health centre, hospital, Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations or health services, Royal Flying Doctor Service or any other health service not employing authorised registered health practitioners under the Vaccine Administration Code.


	ENDORSEMENT
It is recommended a vaccine SMO is in place within every organisation that provides an immunisation service where vaccines are administered by health practitioners who are not authorised in accordance with the South Australian Vaccine Administration Code.
This vaccine SMO endorses appropriately qualified staff to administer the vaccine specified in this document to eligible individuals. 

All immunisation health practitioners must practice in accordance with the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA) the relevant regulating national board’s registration standards, codes and guidelines.

All immunisation health practitioners must ensure equipment to manage anaphylaxis is available; be able to recognise and appropriately manage anaphylaxis, distinguishing between anaphylaxis and vasovagal episodes. The management of anaphylaxis may incorporate the commencement of basic life support (BLS). Updates to BLS training should be in accordance with the recommendations from the Australian Resuscitation Council.



	ENDORSEMENT COMMITTEE – MEDICAL OFFICER, SENIOR NURSE, AND SENIOR MANAGEMENT REPRESENTATIVE
Signature:
Printed Name / Title:
Date:

Signature:
Printed Name / Title:
Date:


Signature:
Printed Name / Title:
Date:



	<vaccine name >  - VACCINE STANDING MEDICATION ORDER

	Staff credentialing requirements
	Health practitioners listed relevant under the SMO ( e.g. Registered Nurse or Midwife) 

· requirements as outlined under national boards as listed on the Australian Practitioner Health Agency (APHRA) 

· outline of professional accountability and compliance with organisational standards, policies and procedures, relevant legislation, and guidelines.

	Background
	· This model SMO will not meet the need of all cases and must always be used in conjunction with:  
· The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) clinical guidance and statements as relevant   
· Therapeutic Goods Administration - Product Information 
· Australian Immunisation Handbook (online)

· Clinical assessment and advice from a medical practitioner should be sought if the recommendations for a specific clinical situation cannot be determined using the SMO together with the latest Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing and ATAGI vaccine information. 
Clinical guidance within this SMO is based on currently available information and may need to be updated as new information becomes available.

	Purpose and scope 
	· To ensure the correct and controlled administration of <vaccine name>.

	Indications for use 
	· Outline of current recommendations for use and age cohorts

	Considerations for special populations
	· Outline requirements as required (e.g., for immunocompromised, pregnancy)

	Precautions
	· State as per the current online edition of the Australian Immunisation Handbook.

	Contra-indications
	· State as per the current online edition of the Australian Immunisation Handbook.

	Interchangeability
	· State as per the current online edition of the Australian Immunisation Handbook.

	Co-administration with other vaccines 
	· Outline as per the Product information, Australian Immunisation Handbook, and relevant ATAGI information 

	Presentation 
	· Brief description of the vaccine presentation and appearance, based on the Product information 

	Ingredients 
	· As listed in the  Product Information

	Dosing and schedule 
	· Outline as per Product information, Australian Immunisation Handbook and ATAGI information 

	Site considerations 
	· As per Australian Immunisation Handbook 

	Method of administration 
	· For detailed information on vaccine administration refer to the Australian Immunisation Handbook, Administration of vaccines. 

	Procedure 
	State steps required to administer the vaccine. This may include:

· pre-immunisation assessment and consent

· preparation of the vaccine

· method of administration 

· site considerations 

· post-vaccination observation

· post-vaccination advice. 

	Documentation 
	Recording of vaccine administration in the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) is recommended and mandatory for COVID-19, influenza, National Immunisation Program and Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) vaccines.
State requirements to document the administration of vaccines. This may include:
· Individual’s details:

name, date of birth, address, contact phone number, and Medicare card number

· Vaccine details:

brand, batch number, serial number, dose number, site of administration, date and time of administration

· Immunisation Provider details:

name and designation of immunisation provider and name of the organisation 
Document above details on individual’s medical records and AIR. 

	Monitoring requirements
	Observation post-vaccination

· Vaccine recipients should remain in the vicinity for a minimum of 15 minutes for observation for potential life-threatening adverse events. It is recommended to wait 30 minutes for individuals who have previous known allergies. Individuals should not drive or operate machinery during this time.
· Provide verbal and written information about post vaccination advice including the management of common side effects and advice on Adverse Events Following Immunisation (AEFI), including the process for online reporting.

Confirm details for recall/reminder processes if required.

	Side effects
	As per the Australian Immunisation Handbook/Product Information for 

· Very Common
·  Common

· Uncommon

· Rare

	Management of adverse events following immunisation (AEFI)
	·  An AEFI is a notifiable condition in South Australia pursuant to section 63(2) of the South Australian Public Health Act 2011. 
·  Refer to the current online edition of the Australian Immunisation Handbook for management of an immediate adverse event following immunisation. 
·  All uncommon or unexpected AEFI must be reported to the Immunisation Section, SA Health via the online Vaccine Reaction Reporting Form https://extapps2.sahealth.sa.gov.au/SAVSS/ . All reports received by SA Health are reviewed and details forwarded to the Therapeutic Goods Administration. (TGA)   

Further information is available at  www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/immunisationprovider


	Vaccine Storage 
	· State recommended storage of the vaccine as per the current online edition of the Australian Immunisation Handbook/ Product Information/National Vaccine Storage Guidelines 


HEALTH PRACTITIONERS’ PROVIDING THE IMMUNISATION SERVICE

I have read and understand the recommendations of the vaccine standing medication. I accept that I will administer these vaccines under the described recommendations in this vaccine standing medication order.

Signature:
Printed name:
Date:

Signature:
Printed name:
Date:

Signature:
Printed name:
Date:

February 2026

 
February 2026

