
Fact Sheet 

COVID-19 Treatment: 
Sotrovimab (Xevudy®) 
Patient Information 

This information sheet does not constitute medical advice and is for general 
information only. Readers should always seek independent professional 
advice where appropriate. 

How does Sotrovimab (Xevudy®) work? 
Sotrovimab (Xevudy®) is a monoclonal antibody (also called a ‘mAb’) that works by binding to 
the spike protein of the virus that causes COVID-19. This binding blocks the virus entering 
human cells and multiplying in the body. This reduces the risk of your illness getting worse. It 
also reduces the risk of you needing treatment in hospital.  

Sotrovimab (Xevudy®) does not prevent you from giving COVID-19 to others. 

How to take Sotrovimab (Xevudy®) 
Xevudy® is given by intravenous infusion, once only, over 30 minutes. Nurses usually 
administer Xevudy® in a health care centre. Nurses can also administer Xevudy® in your 
home if you are unable to come into a centre. You can discuss this option during your 
consultation. 

What are some common side effects of Sotrovimab (Xevudy®)? 
Nurses will monitor you for up to one hour after the Xevudy® infusion is given. This is to 
monitor for any side effects or reactions, and to treat them if they occur. 

All medicines can have side effects. If they occur, side effects are usually minor and 
temporary. Xevudy® is usually a well-tolerated medication.  

Some common side effects include headache, nausea, diarrhoea, fever or chills, dizziness, 
shortness of breath, itching, or rash. These can be managed with paracetamol, fluids, or by 
slowing down the rate of the infusion.  

Some more serious side effects include chest pain or pressure, fast, slow or abnormal 
heartbeat, swelling of the face or lips, or difficulty breathing. It is important that you tell the 
COVID Care Centre doctor immediately if you experience any of these symptoms. 

Speak to your doctor if you experience any side effects that worry you, or that are not listed 
here. 

Who should not receive Sotrovimab (Xevudy®)? 
You should not receive Xevudy® if you are in your first trimester of pregnancy. However, you 
can safely receive Xevudy® if you are in your second or third trimester of pregnancy. 

Xevudy® can be safely used in people with kidney or liver problems, and breastfeeding. 

Xevudy® is not expected to interfere with any other medicines. 

Can I receive a COVID-19 vaccine after treatment with Sotrovimab 
(Xevudy®)? 
You should not receive a COVID-19 vaccine until at least 90 days after the Xevudy® infusion 
was given. 
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