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1. Name of Policy 

Recognition of Aboriginal Country 

2. Policy statement 

This policy outlines the mandatory requirements for the recognition of Aboriginal Traditional 

Custodianship at the commencement of every significant event to formally pay respect to the original 

custodians of the land and to support the commitment to reconciliation across SA Health and the SA 

Government. 

3. Applicability 

This policy applies to all employees and contracted staff of SA Health; that is all employees and 

contracted staff of the Department for Health and Wellbeing (DHW), Local Health Networks (LHNs) 

including state-wide services aligned with those Networks and SA Ambulance Service (SAAS). 

This policy applies to all significant SA Health events not limited to: 

 Meetings 

 Conferences 

 Forums 

 Workshops 

 Functions, and/or 

 Events. 

4. Policy principles 

SA Health’s approach to recognition of Aboriginal Country is underpinned by the following principles: 

 We recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first Australians. 

 We are respectful of Aboriginal beliefs and cultures. 

 We are committed to reconciliation and building a culturally responsive organisation. 

5. Policy requirements 

 The Aboriginal Traditional Custodianship of land must be recognised at the commencement of 

every significant event convened or hosted by SA Health, through either: 

o A ‘Welcome to Country’, or 

o An ‘Acknowledgement of Country’. 

‘Welcome to Country’ (for use within and outside of Kaurna land by Aboriginal 
Traditional Custodians) 

 A ‘Welcome to Country’ must only be conducted by an Aboriginal Traditional Custodian of the 

land on which the event is taking place.  

 The form of a ‘Welcome to Country’ must be negotiated between the Aboriginal representatives 

and the event organisers.  

‘Acknowledgement of Country’ 

 An ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ in recognition of Aboriginal Custodianship, must be included on 

any agendas, programs, and other event papers.  
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 An ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ spoken by any person must demonstrate authenticity and be 

meaningful.   

 Appendix 1: Acknowledgement of Country Statement Mandatory Instruction provides the text that 

must be used for a written ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ on Kaurna land and outside of Kaurna 

land. 

o Opportunity must be provided for the text to be localised to create a more meaningful 

acknowledgement including the direct naming and acknowledgement of the Traditional 

Custodians where this is specifically known. 

6. Mandatory related documents 

The following documents must be complied with under this Policy, to the extent that they are relevant: 

 SA Health Statement of Reconciliation 

7. Supporting information 

 Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation Statement of Acknowledgement and Kaurna Translation 

 Aboriginal communication guide 

 AIATSIS Map of Indigenous Australia 

 City of Port Adelaide Enfield Kaurna Register 

 National Cultural Respect Framework 2016-2026 for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health 

 SA Native Title Services 

8. Definitions 

 Acknowledgement of Country: means reference to the statement conducted by any person in 
recognition of Aboriginal Traditional Custodianship. 

 Kaurna People (pronounced Gha-Na): means the Traditional Custodians of the Adelaide plains. 

 Significant event: means any large internal meeting, conference, forum, workshop, function, or 
event, or any meeting with external participants. 

 Statewide services: means Statewide Clinical Support Services, Prison Health, SA Dental 
Service, BreastScreen SA and any other statewide services that fall under the governance of the 
Local Health Networks. 

 Traditional Custodians: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who inhabited an area and 
their descendants who have a continuing spiritual relationship with their country. 

 Welcome to Country: means an address conducted by an Aboriginal Traditional Custodian. This 
may include a cultural ceremony or performance involving song, dance, traditional musical 
instruments, or a smoking or cleansing ceremony. 

9. Compliance 

This policy is binding on those to whom it applies or relates. Implementation at a local level may be 

subject to audit/assessment. The Domain Custodian must work towards the establishment of systems 

which demonstrate compliance with this policy, in accordance with the requirements of the Integrated 

Compliance Policy.  

Any instance of non-compliance with this policy must be reported to the Domain Custodian for 

Aboriginal Health and the Domain Custodian for the Risk, Compliance and Audit Policy Domain. 

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/about+sa+health/aboriginal+health/reconciliation
https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-and-reconciliation/statement-of-acknowledgement-welcome-to-country
https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-and-reconciliation/statement-of-acknowledgement-welcome-to-country
http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/non-public+content/sa+health+intranet/department/corporate+communications/resources/aboriginal+communication+guide
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://online.cityofpae.sa.gov.au/community/atsi/welcome-to-country
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/about+sa+health/aboriginal+health/national+cultural+respect+framework+2016-2026
https://www.nativetitlesa.org/
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/557073004118bbb3960cdf1afc50ebfc/Directive_System-wide_Integrated_Compliance_Policy+Directive+v1.00.+26.06.20.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-557073004118bbb3960cdf1afc50ebfc-nJI1Jif
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/557073004118bbb3960cdf1afc50ebfc/Directive_System-wide_Integrated_Compliance_Policy+Directive+v1.00.+26.06.20.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-557073004118bbb3960cdf1afc50ebfc-nJI1Jif
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10. Document ownership  

Policy owner: Domain Custodian for the Aboriginal Health Policy Domain 

Title: Recognition of Aboriginal Country Policy 

Objective reference number: A4214331 

Review date: 15/11/2028 

Contact for enquiries: health.aboriginalhealthenquiries@sa.gov.au  

11. Document history 

Version Date approved  Approved by Amendment notes 

2.0 15/11/2023 Deputy Chief Executive, 
Strategy and Governance 

Policy transferred into new template 
and Policy Framework requirements. 
Minor updates to list of supporting 
information and updated hyperlinks.   

1.1 26/10/2018 Director, Aboriginal Health 
Strategy 

Formally reviewed in line with 
scheduled timeline for review. 

1.0 03/07/2012
  

Portfolio Executive Original version. 

 

12. Appendices 

1: Acknowledgement of Country Statement Mandatory Instruction  

  

mailto:health.aboriginalhealthenquiries@sa.gov.au
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Appendix 1: Acknowledgement of Country Mandatory Instruction 

The following Instruction must be complied with to meet the requirements of the Recognition of 

Aboriginal Country. 

1. ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ (for use within Kaurna land) 

The statement below is the requirement which must be included on any agendas, programs and other 

event papers for significant events held within the Adelaide region. 

o “We would like to acknowledge this land we meet on today is the traditional land of the 

Kaurna people, and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country. We also 

acknowledge the Kaurna people as the custodians of the Adelaide region, and that their 

cultural and heritage beliefs are still important to the living Kaurna people today.” 

2.  ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ (for use outside of Kaurna land) 

The statement below is the requirement which must be included on any agendas, programs and other 

event papers for significant events held outside the Adelaide region. 

o  “We acknowledge and respect the Traditional Custodians whose ancestral land we are 

meeting on here today. We acknowledge the deep feelings of attachment and relationship 

of Aboriginal people to country. We also pay respects to the cultural authority of 

Aboriginal people visiting/attending from other areas of South Australia/Australia present 

here.” 

 


