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Nearly half of all South Australians will suffer from some 
form of mental illness in their lifetime.  One in five adults 
will experience mental illness in any given year.

Given these statistics, mental health should be considered 
everyone’s business. 

It is important that we recognise the important work the 
mental health sector, both in the public and private sectors, 
in their contributions towards improving the mental health 
and wellbeing of our community.

I would encourage you to nominate people that have 
displayed exemplary service towards the community.

Nominations for the Awards are now open until 18 August 2017.

Every day clinicians, allied health professionals, carers and families make a positive 
difference to the lives of people with a lived experience of mental illness.  Often this 
service is done quietly and kept as an untold story.

The awards ceremony will be an opportunity for us to come together and I look 
forward to hear more about your achievements during the evening.

Hon Leesa Vlahos MP

Minister for Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Mental Health Excellence Awards 2017

Recognising excellence  
in mental health

 



The Mental Health Excellence Awards were established in 2004, previously named the 
Dr Margaret Tobin Awards, to acknowledge the contributions being made to mental 
Health reform and services across South Australia.

The Awards aim to:

 > publicly recognise and celebrate the achievements of people and organisations who 
have made an outstanding contribution to mental health services in South Australia

 > showcase achievements in the mental health sector

 > inspire others to achieve excellence in providing mental health services, and

 > encourage others in promoting positive mental health.

This guide will provide you with all the information you need to apply for the Mental 
Health Excellence Awards in 2017. Before you begin your nomination please ensure 
you read the following information, including the terms and conditions.

To keep updated on the Awards you can subscribe to our mailing list at  
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/mentalhealthawards. 

About the Awards
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Applications open 
21 July to 18 August 2017

Assessment 
August 2017

Finalists announced 
September 2017

Awards ceremony 
9 October 2017

Key dates
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Ensure you read the following information before applying for the 
Mental Health Excellence Awards.

Eligibility
South Australian residents are eligible to enter the Awards if they have either:

 > demonstrated an outstanding contribution over the last year to the provision of 
mental health services, or

 > promoted positive mental health in South Australia.

People from both the non-government or government sectors are eligible for 
nomination.

You can nominate yourself or nominate someone else on their behalf, for example 
you might like to nominate a friend or colleague who has made a positive difference 
to mental health in South Australia. If you are nominating for another person or 
group you must seek their approval prior to submission. Individuals may also nominate 
themselves, a group or project for an Award. 

Please ensure you check the Award category is for groups or individuals before 
submitting your nomination.

Conditions
All nominations must be received by Friday, 18 August 2017.

The Awards are open to individuals, groups and projects that demonstrate an 
outstanding achievement in their chosen category. Categories specify if they are open 
to individuals only or include groups and projects.

Individuals, groups or projects may only be entered once into the Awards. However 
you may be the contact person for multiple award entries if they are for different 
nominations.

Conditions
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Please ensure that the nomination form is complete and signed by both the nominee and 
nominator. If submitting electronically, please type your name in the signature field. Please 
note for security purposes you must be the owner of the email account from which the 
nomination is sent.

Anonymous nominations are not accepted. You will need to notify the person or group you 
wish to nominate to ensure they agree to being nominated.

Your nomination must answer all questions on the nomination form of your chosen 
category. No further supporting material is required for assessment and will not be 
accepted.

All decisions and recommendations of the assessment panel are binding and final, and no 
correspondence regarding their decisions and recommendations will be entered into.

The assessment panel reserves the right to remove an award category or not award a 
winner if there are no suitable applicants.

All applications are in confidence except for information provided in the summary and title 
fields, which may be used for promotional purposes.

Award finalists will be invited to attend the Awards ceremony to be held on 9 October 
2017. Award winners will have the opportunity to give a brief speech at the Awards 
ceremony.

Award finalists and winners will be photographed with their Awards and may be asked to 
speak with the media and/or other organisations about their Award.



Applications are open 21 July to 18 August 2017.
Nominations can be submitted electronically or in hard copy. Electronic submission  
is preferred where possible.

Electronic submission
If you are providing your nomination electronically, please press the ‘email’ 
button at the end of the form. Alternatively, save the form and email 
HealthMentalHealthFeedback@sa.gov.au with ‘Mental Health Awards nomination’  
in the subject line. Please ensure you print or save a copy before emailing.

Hard copy submission
If providing your nomination form in hard copy, please send the original and five 
copies to Mental Health Excellence Awards 2017, PO Box 287, Rundle Mall, SA 5000.

If you have any further questions about completing your form, difficulty submitting 
the form online or if you require translation services, please contact the Nomination 
Officer. You will find their contact details on page 8 of this guide.

Whilst we endeavour to reply to every submission as soon as possible, please contact 
the Nomination Officer if you wish to confirm your application has been received.

Assessment
A judging panel will independently assess all nominations and select finalists and  
a winner for each category.

The panel is a combination of representatives from across the mental health sector  
in South Australia. The panel consists of four to six panel members who review  
all categories.

Your application must explain how your application meets the category criteria  
and the panel will judge how closely your application meets this set criteria.

All nominees will be notified if they have been selected as a finalist by  
September 2017.

How to apply
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Privacy statement
SA Health endorses fair information handling practices consistent with the South Australian 
Government policy and legislation.

The judging panel and Nomination Officer will only use private and personal information 
supplied to assist with their decision making and to contact nominees as required.

Information will not be disclosed or used for any other purpose (including publicity) 
without the express consent of the person to whom the information relates, unless 
otherwise required by law.

Nomination titles and summaries may be used for marketing purposes.

The Awards ceremony
The Award winners will be announced at the Mental Health Excellence Awards ceremony, 
which is to be held on 9 October 2017 at the Pavilion on the Park.

Finalists will be invited to attend the ceremony and are welcome to invite colleagues, 
friends and family.

Each Award winner will receive a trophy, presented by the Minister for Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse and Chief Psychiatrist, SA Health. All category finalists will receive a 
signed certificate, acknowledging their significant contribution.

Finalists and award recipients will also be featured on the SA Health website at 
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/mentalhealthawards.

Further information?
Visit the Awards online at www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/mentalhealthawards or 
contact the Nomination Officer Michele Burman on 8226 1091 or email 
HealthMentalHealthFeedback@sa.gov.au.
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There are five Award categories in the Mental Health Excellence Awards 2017.

Each award category has assessment criteria against which your application will be 
assessed. You will be asked to explain how your nomination meets these criteria.

The judging panel will look how closely your application meets the criteria.

Category one
Dr Margaret Tobin Award

Category two
Mental Health Excellence and Innovation Award

Category three
Lived Experience Participation Award

Category four
Partnering with Lived Experience Award

Category five
Mental Health Promotion Award

Award categories
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Category two 

Mental Health 
Excellence and 
Innovation Award
This award recognises excellence and 
innovation in mental health service 
provision in South Australia. 

This award is open to individuals, group 
and project nominations.

Assessment criteria

1.  Describe why you think the nominee 
deserves to receive an Award for 
excellence and innovation in mental 
health service provision in South 
Australia.

2.  Describe how the nominee’s level of 
service is above the industry standard 
and what measures were taken to 
achieve that standard.

3.  What has changed as a result of their 
innovation?

4  Please provide at least one written 
reference OR the contact details of  
at least one referee.

Category one 

Dr Margaret  
Tobin Award
This award recognises exceptional 
leadership and commitment to mental 
health and wellbeing.

This award is open to individual 
nominations only.

Assessment criteria

1.  Describe why you think the nominee 
deserves to receive an Award for their  
leadership and commitment to mental 
health in South Australia.

2.  Describe the ways in which the nominee 
demonstrated exceptional leadership. 

Include any issues they considered and 

challenges they overcame.

3.  What has changed as a result of their 
leadership and commitment?

4.   Please provide at least one written 
reference OR the contact details of at 
least one referee.
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Category three

Lived Experience 
Participation Award
This award recognises those that 
have demonstrated excellence in lived 
experience participation and/or facilitation 
to support the improvement of mental 
health and wellbeing in South Australia.

This award is open to individuals with  
lived experience.

Lived experience is the knowledge and 
understanding people gain as a result of 
living with a mental illness or supporting a 
friend or family member who lives with a 
mental illness.

Assessment criteria

1.  Describe why you think the nominee 
deserves to receive an Award for 
participation and/or facilitation of 
mental health and wellbeing services  
in South Australia.

2.  Describe what the nominee did 
in relation to participation and/
or facilitation of mental health and 
wellbeing and their reasons.

3.  What was the impact and what 
were the outcomes of the nominee’s 
participation and/or facilitation?

4.  Please provide at least one written 
reference OR the contact details of  
at least one referee.

Category four 

Partnering with 
Lived Experience 
Award
This award recognises excellence in 
creating partnerships with people with 
lived experience in the improvement of 
services, programs and organisations in 
South Australia.

This award is open to group and project 
nominations.

Lived experience is the knowledge and 
understanding people gain as a result of 
living with a mental illness or supporting  
a friend or family member who lives with 
a mental illness.

Assessment criteria

1.  Describe why you think the nominee 
deserves to receive an Award for 
partnering with people with lived 
experience in South Australia.

2.  Describe how the nominee created 
partnerships with people with lived 
experience.

3.  What was the impact and what 
were the outcomes of the nominee’s 
partnerships in the improvement of 
services, programs and organisations?

4.  Please provide at least one written 
reference OR the contact details of  
at least one referee.
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Category five 

Mental Health 
Promotion Award
This award recognises excellence in the 
promotion of mental health and wellbeing 
in South Australia.

This award is open to individuals, group 
and project nominations.

Assessment criteria

1.  Describe why you think the nominee 
deserves to receive an Award for 
promotion of mental health and 
wellbeing in South Australia.

2.  Describe what the nominee did in 
relation to promotion of mental health 
and wellbeing and their reasons.

3.  What were the outcomes of the 
nominee’s promotion?

4.  Please provide at least one written 
reference OR the contact details of at 
least one referee.





For more information 

Mental Health Excellence Awards 2017 
Nomination Officer: Michele Burman 
Telephone: 8226 1091 
Address: PO Box 287, Rundle Mall SA 5000 
Email: HealthMentalHealthFeedback@sa.gov.au 
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/mentalhealthawards 

Public – I1 – A1

Please note material in this guide was accurate at the time  
of printing and may be subject to change without notice. 
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