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Start Here 

Appendix A Clandestine Drug Laboratory Assessment and Remediation 

Flow Chart 



SA Health 

The process 
 

> Step 1: Property owner engages a Suitably 

Qualified Expert to conduct site validation, 

 

> Step 2: Suitably Qualified Expert conducts site 

validation and provides a validation report to 

the property owner, 

 

> Step 3: The property owner provides the validation 

report to council,  

 

> Step 4: EHO reviews validation report, 

 

> Step 5 (optional): EHO visually inspects the site. 
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Site Validation 
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Site Validation 

> A suitably qualified expert must confirm the remediation 

process undertaken has been effective.  

 

> The same suitably qualified expert should conduct both 

the site validation and site assessment (ideally). 

• If not, the site assessment report must be provided. 

• This guides the suitably qualified expert when determining 

the minimum number of samples for comparison to pre-

remediation 

 

> Success is demonstrated by post remediation samples 

being below ILs set out in Appendix 1 of the National 

Guideline. 
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Site Validation 

The extent of validation required is dependent upon: 

> Type of contamination,  

> Concentration of contaminants, 

> Quantity of contamination originally present; 

> The type of remediation processes that were carried out; 

and  

> The proposed land use. For example: residential, 

commercial/industrial or public open space. 

 

Validation sampling is required on all areas 

remediated including buildings, structures, and the 

environment. 

 

Refer to the National guidelines 
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Site Validation 

Validation sampling of a building or structure  

> General inspection of the site to check for re-staining or 

odours; 

> Re-sampling of surfaces from which initial samples were 

above ILs; 

> Sampling of areas which are expected to have frequent 

contact, e.g. kitchens and bathrooms, and 

> A combination of swab sampling and VOCs. 

> NIOSH 9111/9106/9109 compliant or equivalent 

 

Validation sampling of land 

> Sampling of soils,  

> Sampling of surface water, 

> Sampling of groundwater (in accordance with the NEPC 

publication Schedule B(2) Guideline on Data Collection, 

Sample Design and Reporting. 
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Site Validation 
Appendix 1: Summary of Investigation Levels (ILs) – Assessment of 

Former Clandestine Lab Sites 

As for Phase 3, sampling should be conducted as per National 

guideline and testing of all substances as provided above. 
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The Validation Report 

The validation report should include the following 

information: 

 

> Sampling program: how validation was undertaken 

• What samples were taken 

• A justification for why the samples were taken 

> Sampling testing results of all contaminants 

• Copy of original laboratory results  

• Reference to Appendix 1 of the National guidelines 

> Summary of findings: was remediation successful? 

• An explanation of the sample results and what they 

indicate 

• Not just a statement 

> Further recommendations 

• Is further remediation necessary?  
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Reviewing the Validation 
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Reviewing the Validation Report 

What information do you need? 

> SAPOL Notification 

> Site Assessment Report 

> Remediation Action Plan* 

> Remediation/cleaning Report* 

AND 

> Validation Report 
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Reviewing the Validation Report 

What reference documents are needed? 

> National Guideline 

• 6.Guidelines for Phase Four - Validation 

• Appendix 1: Summary of Investigation Levels (ILs) 

– Assessment of Former Clandestine Lab Sites 

> Practice Guideline for the Management of Clandestine 

Drug Laboratories under the South Australian Public 

Health Act 2011 

• 6.4 Phase 4 – Validation 

• 7.4 Engaging an assessor and remediation 

contractor 
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Why is this a critical step?  

The validation report determines if remediation was 

successful 

> Scenario 1 

EHO receives Validation Report 

• Validation conducted by a suitably qualified expert   

• Validation methodology outlined in the National 

Guideline is followed and the report is comprehensive 

 

What does the report say? 

Remediation was unsuccessful 

• The site must be remediated again 

• Validation must be conducted again 

Remediation was successful        

• Continue to closing phase 

 

Reviewing the Validation Report 
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Scenario 2 
EHO receives Validation Report 

> Validation conducted by a suitably qualified 

expert  

> Validation methodology outlined in the 

National Guideline is NOT followed  

• Validation report cannot determine remediation 

was successful 

 

What does the report say? 

> It doesn’t matter - Insufficient evidence to determine if 

remediation was successful 

 

What next? 

> Validation must be revisited/conducted again 

Reviewing the Validation Report 
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Scenario 3 
EHO receives Validation Report 

> Validation was NOT conducted by a suitably 

qualified expert   

 Validation report cannot determine 

remediation was successful 

 

What does the report say? 

> It doesn’t matter – Cannot determine if remediation 

was successful 

 

What next? 

> Validation must be conducted again but by a suitably 

qualified expert 

Reviewing the Validation Report 
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Key Messages 
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Key Messages 
 

> Site validation must be conducted by a suitably 

qualified expert 

> Suitably qualified experts must conduct and report site 

validation in accordance with the National guidelines 

and Practice guidelines  
• Cases of unsuitably qualified experts and non and suitably qualified 

experts using MethChek SKC tests. 

> MethChek SKC tests – presumptive screening only 

> Why? Not as per the National and practice guideline 

methodology 

https://www.skcinc.com/catalog/infopage.php?id=9100
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Key Messages 

MDMA is 100% cross-reactive 

with MethChek 

Interferences and cross reactivity  

 
Appendix 1: Summary of Investigation Levels (Ils) – Assessment of 

Former Clandestine Lab Sites 
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Key Messages 

False positives and sensitivity 

Table 9. Comparison of MethChek Wipe Kits to Wipe Samples with 

Laboratory Analysis (Draft Method 9111) 
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Key Messages 

 

> Remediation contractors should be independent of 

suitably qualified experts 
 

> It is important that EHOs screen the quality of site 

validation reports upon receipt against the National and 

Practice Guidelines 

 

> Must avoid clan labs that upon review need to be 

remediated and validated again 
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Workshop 3 

> Validation 

> As the investigating EHO, you have 

just received the Site Validation 

Report from the property owner. 

What actions will you take? 

 




