New Mount Barker District Soldiers’

Memorial Hospital

Fact Sheet

The South Australian
Government has committed
$365.8 million to the New Mount Barker
Hospital Development which will see a major
redevelopment on the existing site and provide greater access to high-quality
health services closer to home for the expanding population of Mount Barker and
the Adelaide Hills region.
The New Mount Barker Hospital will provide the following services upon
completion:
« Triple the bed capacity from 34 to 102 beds
- Expand capacity in specialist maternity, paediatric, neonatal, medical, surgical
and sub-acute care including palliative care beds
« Deliver new operating theatres and post-surgery recovery suite
« Provide a range of consult rooms to support Allied Health, Nursing, Medical
Specialists, Paediatrics and an Aboriginal Health Hub
« An onsite dispensing pharmacy
« A new 12-bed acute mental health unit.

Why is a new hospital needed?

The new hospital will provide modern health services for the 80,000 people who
live in the Mount Barker and Adelaide Hills* region. As the region is growing, with a
projected population increase of more than 30% over the next 15 years, the new
hospital will support the region’s growing population, provide care closer to home
and increase our self-sufficiency by reducing the need for transfers to metropolitan
hospitals. * Adelaide Hills Statistical Area Level 3

Will the new hospital have enough beds?

The new hospital will triple the inpatient bed capacity of the current hospital.
Service planning and modelling was carried out to consider population growth and
demand. The design of the hospital has considered opportunities for potential
growth on the site if required in the future.

What will the hospital be called?
The new hospital will retain the existing hospital’s name, Mount Barker District
Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital.



Where will the new hospital be located?

The new hospital is located at 87 Wellington Road in Mount Barker, the existing site
of the Mount Barker District Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital, which opened in 1919 and
has provided health services to the local community for more than 100 years. The
site was identified as the most suitable location following a Rapid Site Assessment
led by a team of expert planners, engineers and architects. One of the main
reasons the existing site was chosen was its proximity to the new Emergency
Department, which opened in June 2023. Importantly, the current hospital will
continue to operate as the new hospital is being built to ensure continuation of
health services for the local community.

How has the community been involved?

The hospital project has a Community and Consumer Reference Group who
provide valuable ideas and contributions to shape the new hospital. A number of
other community groups have also been involved including those with specific
interests such as Palliative Care, Mental Health and Aboriginal Health. Designs
have been shared with the community to provide feedback and help shape the new
hospital to meet community expectations.

How have staff been involved?

Staff from Mount Barker Hospital and other reference sites have formed project
user groups and looked at all elements of the design from support areas such as
the kitchen, waste disposal and maintenance to operating theatres, inpatient
bedrooms and birthing suites. The design process has also included clinical experts
in specialty areas to ensure the new hospital aligns to the latest innovation in health
care delivery.

How long will it take to build the hospital?

The main hospital building is expected to be operational by the end of 2027.
A second stage of works continues throughout 2028 to decommission the
old hospital buildings and provide the new entrance, forecourt, and
gardens. This stage also includes an extension of the Emergency
Department with a short stay unit and expanded renal dialysis and
chemotherapy/infusion services.
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