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Key law changes in history
Before September 2004, donors were 
guaranteed lifelong anonymity (whether they 
wanted it or not) and the recipient parent of a 
donor conception treatment was often advised 
to keep the truth of their child’s conception                    
a secret.

Since September 2004, donors must consent 
for their information (including their identity) to be 
provided to any person born as a result of their 
donation, where it has been requested. 

In 2025, following public consultation and 
support, the Government of South Australia 
changed the Assisted Reproductive Treatment 
Act 1988 and the Assisted Reproductive 
Treatment Regulations 2010. All donor-conceived 
people now have the legal right to access 
information about their parent’s donor(s), via the 
DCR, regardless of when they were conceived. 

Register to access the DCR
If you are an adult and connected to a South 
Australian donor conception treatment, you can 
register to access the DCR. You can update your 
information and access information about the 
people it links you to.  

To register and to learn more, visit the  
DCR resource library at  
sahealth.sa.gov.au/donorconception 

For more information
Department for Health and Wellbeing 
E: health.donorconceptionregister@sa.gov.au 

or scan the QR code
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What is the Donor  
Conception Register? 
South Australia’s online Donor Conception 
Register (DCR) is the first of its kind in Australia. 
The DCR automatically links people connected 
to a South Australian donor conception 
treatment, including:

	> the person who received the treatment 

	> the person or people who donated the sperm, 
eggs or embryos used in the treatment 

	> any person born as the result of the treatment. 

It offers a safe and supportive online environment 
for people to access information about their 
connections and to share information about 
themselves if they choose to. 

Why is the DCR important?
The DCR balances the privacy of those who have 
donated sperm, eggs, or embryos with the rights 
of donor-conceived people to know their genetic 
origins.

If you’re donor-conceived – the DCR can help 
you to make informed decisions about your health 
and reduce your risk of entering into a relationship 
with someone you are genetically connected to.

If you’re a parent of a donor-conceived child – 
the DCR allows you to access information about 
your child’s connections and can help  connect 
you with the parent(s) of your child’s donor-
conceived siblings aged under 18 years.

How does the DCR work?
The DCR makes it possible to: 

	> access information about the people you are 
connected to in a safe and secure online portal

	> inform your connections if you are open to 
contact with them (by setting your contact 
preferences)

	> share medical and biographical information 
about yourself and access biographic 
information added by your connections.

The DCR may include information about 
private donation arrangements if verified by the 
South Australian Births, Deaths and Marriages 
registration office.

Information in the DCR
Record-keeping practices for assisted 
reproductive treatment (ART) clinics were 
not always as strict as they are now. Where 
historic ART records are available and verified, 
this information has been added to the DCR. If 
information is found and verified in the future, it 
will be added to the DCR.

The DCR does not disclose the address details 
of any person whose information is included or 
offer any DNA testing.

DCR Support Service
The DCR Support Service offers the following 
support to people connected to a South 
Australian donor conception treatment:

	> answer general enquiries about the DCR

	> help you learn about the law changes and 
navigate the DCR process 

	> provide you with specialist counselling  
and advice

	> conduct a search for missing information 

	> help prepare you for having contact with a 
connection.


