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Language Spoken at Home: Russian
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: Maltese
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: Latvian
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: Spanish
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: Arabic
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: French
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: Mandarin
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: Macedonian
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Language Spoken at Home: Lithuanian
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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4. Religious Affi liation

4.1 Largest Populations by Religious Affi liation 
– People of All Ages

As shown in Table 9, the most common religious affi liations for South Australians of 
all ages were Christian, with Western Catholic as the largest followed by the Anglican 
Church of Australia.

The data for the total South Australian population shows that the largest single 
‘religious affi liation’ group were people who identifi ed as having ‘no religion’ (361,861 
people). It is also evident that a large number of people (181,553) chose not to state 
their religious affi liation.

In 2006, Buddhism was the largest non Christian religious affi liation across all age 
groups in South Australia. Islam was the 12th largest (10,518 people), Hinduism 19th 
(5,116 people) and Sikhism the 34th largest (1,225 people).

4.2 Religious Affi liations of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over
As shown in Table 10, the majority of older South Australians aged 65 years and 
over were affi liated with the Anglican Church of Australia, Western Catholicism or the 
Uniting Church.

Older people not stating their religious affi liation were the fourth largest group (23,408 
people) and older people with no stated religion ranked as the fi fth largest group. 

There were also signifi cant numbers of older people whose religious affi liation was 
Lutheran (12,694 people) or Greek Orthodox (6,986 people).

According to the Census, the three largest non Christian religious affi liations amongst 
older people were Buddhism (13th largest, 1,214 people), Islam (23rd largest, 305 
people) and Judaism (28th largest, 201 people). 

Fewer older people were affi liated to Sikhism compared to younger age groups. For 
South Australians of all ages, Sikhism was the 34th largest single affi liation, however 
amongst older people aged 65 years and over, Sikhism was not one of the largest 40 
religious affi liations.

4.3 Religious Affi liations of Older People Aged 80 Years and Over
The largest single religious affi liation for older South Australians aged 80 years and 
over, was the Anglican Church of Australia. This was followed by the Uniting Church 
(second largest) and Western Catholicism (third largest). 

Older people aged 80 years and over not stating their religious affi liation were the 
fourth largest group (7,470 people) and those with no stated religion the fi fth largest 
(5,306 people). 

Within this age group Buddhism was the 14th largest religious affi liation (272 people). 
The number of older people age 80 years and over affi liated to Judaism or Islam was 
less than 80 people in 2006. 
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Table 9:  Religious Affi liation
All Ages and Aged 55 to 64 Years

Total Population (All Ages) Aged 55-64

1 No Religion, nfd 361,861 Western Catholic 34,779

2 Western Catholic 304,413 Anglican Church of Australia 34,193

3 Anglican Church of Australia 207,634 No Religion, nfd 29,293

4 Not stated 181,553 Uniting Church 25,384

5 Uniting Church 151,552 Not stated 18,321

6 Lutheran 71,252 Lutheran 8,367

7 Greek Orthodox 36,681 Presbyterian 4,053

8 Baptist 26,149 Greek Orthodox 3,775

9 Christian, nfd 24,052 Baptist 3,686

10 Buddhism 23,205 Christian, nfd 2,575

11 Presbyterian 20,552 Buddhism 2,018

12 Islam 10,518 Churches of Christ (Conference) 1,088

13 Not defi ned 8,478 Pentecostal, nfd 978

14 Pentecostal, nfd 8,430 Salvation Army 930

15 Assemblies of God 8,308 Assemblies of God 898

16 Jehovah’s Witnesses 6,380 Jehovah’s Witnesses 855

17 Churches of Christ (Conference) 5,940 Islam 476

18 Salvation Army 5,493 Serbian Orthodox 416

19 Hinduism 5,116 Church of Jesus Christ of LDS* 383

20 Serbian Orthodox 3,664 Not defi ned 379

21 Church of Jesus Christ of LDS* 3,394 Christadelphians 331

22 Atheism 2,903 Seventh-day Adventist 322

23 Christadelphians 2,752 Atheism 267

24 Seventh-day Adventist 2,324 Hinduism 265

25 Eastern Orthodox, nfd 1,963 Churches of Christ, nfd 249

26 Paganism 1,915 Agnosticism 247

27 Agnosticism 1,793 Eastern Orthodox, nfd 220

28 Religious belief, nfd 1,742 Christian Revival Crusade 218

29 Christian Revival Crusade 1,599 Religious belief, nfd 205

30 Baha’i 1,482 Other Protestant, nfd 179

31 Brethren 1,354 Judaism 175

32 Other Protestant, nfd 1,348 Baha’i 162

33 Russian Orthodox 1,241 Brethren 149

34 Sikhism 1,225 Spiritualism 149

35 Churches of Christ, nfd 1,183 Humanism 141

36 Judaism 1,056 Paganism 113

37 Wiccan/Witchcraft 880 Russian Orthodox 103

38 Spiritualism 836 Revival Centres 85

39 Druse 781 Sikhism 78

40 Born Again Christian 706 Born Again Christian 74
     
nfd (not further defi ned)
*Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
Data Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population and Housing, CData 2006
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Table 10:  Religious Affi liation 
People Aged 65 Years and Over and 80 Years and Over

 65 Years and Over 80 Years and Over

1 Anglican Church of Australia 52,763 Anglican Church of Australia 16,620

2 Western Catholic 47,765 Uniting Church 13,825

3 Uniting Church 39,674 Western Catholic 12,414

4 Not stated 23,408 Not Stated 7,470

5 No Religion, nfd 21,768 No Religion, nfd 5,306

6 Lutheran 12,694 Lutheran 3,841

7 Greek Orthodox 6,986 Presbyterian 2,037

8 Presbyterian 6,526 Baptist 1,688

9 Baptist 5,099 Greek Orthodox 1,159

10 Christian, nfd 2,064 Churches of Christ (Conference) 645

11 Churches of Christ (Conference) 1,893 Christian, nfd 480

12 Salvation Army 1,436 Salvation Army 432

13 Buddhism 1,214 Jehova’s Witnesses 275

14 Jehovah’s Witnesses 1,127 Buddhism 272

15 Pentecostal, nfd 840 Seventh-day Adventist 172

16 Assemblies of God 693 Pentecostal, nfd 167

17 Seventh-day Adventist 527 Other Protestant, nfd 166

18 Serbian Orthodox 522 Churches of Christ, nfd 153

19 Churches of Christ, nfd 489 Christadelphians 130

20 Church of Jesus Christ of LDS* 401 Serbian Orthodox 123

21 Christadelphians 374 Assemblies of God 117

22 Other Protestant, nfd 354 Ukrainian Catholic 94

23 Islam 305 Church of Jesus Christ of LDS* 87

24 Eastern Orthodox, nfd 302 Eastern Orthodox, nfd 82

25 Not defi ned 241 Russian Orthodox 82

26 Russian Orthodox 235 Judaism 79

27 Agnosticism 205 Ukrainian Orthodox 74

28 Judaism 201 Agnosticism 58

29 Baha’i 185 Not Defi ned 55

30 Christian Revival Crusade 177 Baha’i 54

31 Atheism 170 Islam 47

32 Hinduism 166 Atheism 39

33 Ukrainian Catholic 162 Brethren 34

34 Ukrainian Orthodox 161 Unitarian 30

35 Brethren 149 Reformed 27

36 Religious belief, nfd 129 Hinduism 26

37 Revival Centres 110 Religious Belief, nfd 24

38 Macedonian Orthodox 104 Christian Revival Crusade 24

39 Spiritualism 98 Congregational 21

40 Humanism 98 Spiritualism 19
     
nfd (not further defi ned)
*Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
Data Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population and Housing, CData 2006
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4.4 Number of Males and Females for Each 10 Year Age Group 
– Selected Religious Affi liations

Christianity (All Denominations)

No Religion, nfd

Lutheran



Cultural and Linguistic Diversity amongst Older People in SA: A Demographic Overview76    

Greek Orthodox

Buddhism

Serbian Orthodox
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Islam

Judaism

Hinduism
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Religious Affi liation: Christianity
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Religious Affi liation: Greek Orthodox
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Religious Affi liation: Buddhism
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Religious Affi liation: Serbian Orthodox
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Religious Affi liation: Islam
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Religious Affi liation: Russian Orthodox
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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Religious Affi liation: Judaism
Number of Older People Aged 65 Years and Over in 2006: 
Metropolitan Adelaide and Adelaide Hills

12 Kilometres
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5.  Number of People from Selected Countries of Birth by Year of 
Arrival in Australia 1986 - 2006

India

China (excludes SARs and Taiwan Province)

Sudan
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Bosnia and Herzegovina

Croatia

Afghanistan
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Sri Lanka

Vietnam

Malaysia
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Korea, Republic of (South)

Pakistan

Cambodia
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El Salvador

South Eastern Europe, nfd

Phillippines
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6. Data Sources and Notes

Data Sources
Data presented are from the Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of 
Population and Housing, CData Online. 

Data may include non permanent residents for example overseas students. 

Naming of Data Categories
The naming of countries, languages and religious affi liations used in this report, and 
the grouping of countries, follows the Australian Bureau of Statistics standards and 
classifi cations as supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics CData Online 2006 
product.

‘Not Further Defi ned’
A ‘not further defi ned’ classifi cation is used by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
to process incomplete, non specifi c or imprecise responses in the Census. These 
responses cannot be coded to the most detailed level of a classifi cation (for example 
an individual country or language group), but contain enough information to allow 
them to be coded to a higher level of the classifi cation structure (for example a 
regional group). 

People Born Overseas in Mainly Non English Speaking Countries
People born overseas in mainly Non English Speaking Countries includes all 
countries of birth except for Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom, Ireland, 
Canada, United States of America and South Africa.

People Living in Non Metropolitan South Australia
The calculations of the proportions of people who live in non metropolitan South 
Australia do not include people in off-shore areas and migratory or people with no 
usual address. 

Profi ciency in Spoken English
The calculations of the proportions of people who do not speak English well or at 
all (‘Little or No English’) do not include people in the non stated or not applicable 
categories. 

Spatial Maps
The spatial maps included in this report were complied by Offi ce for the Ageing in 
July / August 2009 using ABS CDATA Online data. 

Projection: Lambert Conformal Conic

Datum: Geocentric Datum of Australia 1994
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Statistical Local Areas
Sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006
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Statistical Local Areas
Sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006
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7. Feedback

Feedback and enquiries regarding Cultural and Linguistic Diversity amongst Older 
People: A Demographic Overview can be submitted via email to 
haccfeedback@dfc.sa.gov.au 

Your feedback will guide the Offi ce for the Ageing in its planning and analysis for this 
population group.




