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Influenza vaccine for children
6 months to less than 5 years

of age

Fact Sheet for Pharmacists

Influenza vaccine for children aged 6 months to less than 5 years

SA Health continues to support pharmacists to expand immunisation access to meet the needs of the
community by enabling access to funded influenza vaccines, free for children aged 6 months to less than
5 years of age.

All Medicare eligible children aged 6 months to less than 5 years can access funded influenza vaccine
under the National Immunisation Program (NIP). Pharmacist immunisers who work under regulation
18(3)a of the Controlled Substances (Poisons) Regulations 2011 may administer the influenza vaccines
to any age group they consider within their individual scope of practice.

In 2026 the South Australian Nasal Spray Influenza Vaccination Program will also be available for
children aged 2 to less than 5 years with no contraindications, providing an additional vaccine option to
the National Immunisation Program.

Administration fees and charging
The NIPVIP program rules currently exclude pharmacists from claiming for administration of vaccines to
children under 5 years of age.

The reimbursement program provided by SA Health to pharmacists in 2025 for the administration of NIP
influenza vaccines to children aged 6 months to less than 5 years has now ceased.

If pharmacists choose to charge a service delivery fee this must be clearly explained prior to any vaccine
being administered. The maximum fee that may be charged is in line with the current NIPVIP payment
structure (e.g. $20.05 in 2025/26).

The consumer cannot be charged for the cost of the vaccine itself as this is provided free of charge through
the NIP.

2026 South Australian Nasal Spray Influenza Vaccination Program

The 2026 South Australian Nasal Spray Influenza Vaccination Program for children 2 to less than 5 years
of age is not included in the National Immunisation Program Vaccination in Pharmacy (NIPVIP) Program.
A service delivery fee may be considered for administration of this vaccine and should be discussed with
parents prior to administration.

Further information including promotional resources are available via:

e SA Health’s Influenza information for health professionals and pharmacist immunisers webpages.

e 2026 SA Influenza Nasal Spray Fact Sheet for Health Professionals
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Influenza vaccine recommendations and administration

Most people should receive 1 dose of influenza vaccine each year. However, the following people should
receive 2 doses, given 4 weeks apart:

e children aged 6 months to less than 2 years receiving influenza vaccine for the first time,

o children aged 6 months to less than 9 years with a medical risk condition receiving influenza
vaccine for the first time, and

e people of any age receiving influenza vaccine for the first time after haematopoietic stem cell or
solid organ transplant or CAR T-cell therapy.

Refer to the 2026 SA Influenza Nasal Spray Fact Sheet for Health Professionals and the Australian
Immunisation Handbook for more information on dose recommendations.

From 12 months of age children can receive the NIP influenza vaccine in their deltoid muscle (upper arm).
Below 12 months of age they should receive the NIP dose in their vastus lateralis (anterolateral thigh).
Refer to the Australian Immunisation Handbook for more information.

Consumer-facing influenza resources are available from the Influenza resources for health professionals
webpage, or from the SA Health Immunisation Resource website www.poscat.com.au

Pharmacies should ensure their vaccination space and post-vaccination waiting area is safe and
appropriate for children, including ensuring they are set up for monitoring and management of any Adverse
Events Following Immunisation (AEFI). All consumers receiving an influenza vaccine should be observed
for at least 15 minutes after vaccination.

All vaccines administered must be recorded on the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR).

Ordering and storage of influenza stock

Pharmacies registered with the SA Health Vaccine Distribution Centre can order vaccines in keeping with
their designated ordering cycle.

Pharmacies will be able to order vaccines through the Vaccine Distribution Centre under the yearly
Influenza Program, 6 months to less than 5 years category for NIP vaccines, or the 2 years to less than 5
years state-funded category for the nasal spray (2026 example below).

Doses on Vaccine Brand NIP State School
hand Funded

2026 influenza (6 mths to < 5 yrs) axigrip

2026 influenza (2 yrs to < 5 yrs) Intranasal Flumist

: Flucelvax OR

2026 influenza (5 yrs to < 65 yrs) Vaxigrip

2026 influenza (65 yrs & older) Fluad

2026 influenza for the homeless and Trisomy

21 Flucelvax

Pharmacies who are not registered with the VDC should refer to the Vaccine Ordering | SA Health
webpage.

All vaccine stock should be stored in accordance with the National Vaccine Storage Guidelines
‘Strive for 5.

NIP stock should be stored separately to any private stock and clearly labelled to minimise program errors
and ensure the correct vaccine is administered for age.
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Resources and more information

e ATAGI Statement on the Administration of Seasonal Influenza Vaccines in 2026
e Influenza (flu) page of the Australian Immunisation Handbook
e Influenza Immunisation Program 2026 | SA Health

e Pharmacist immunisers | SA Health

e PSA Practice Guidelines for pharmacists providing immunisation services

Immunisation Section | Communicable Disease Control Branch

Public Health | Department for Health and Wellbeing ﬂ Government of South Australia
Email: healthimmunisation@sa.gov.au »%‘;{; SA Health
Website: www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/immunisationprovider W

Date published: April 2026

OFFICIAL Page 3 of 3


mailto:healthimmunisation@sa.gov.au
http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/immunisationprovider
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2026?language=en
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/influenza-flu
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/conditions/immunisation/immunisation+programs/influenza+immunisation+program
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/immunisation+for+health+professionals/pharmacist+immunisers
https://my.psa.org.au/servlet/fileField?entityId=ka10o0000009JkqAAE&field=PDF_File_Member_Content__Body__s

