
 

Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV)  
vaccination 
 

 

Japanese encephalitis is a rare but serious disease caused by Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV).  

The virus has recently been found in South Australia. 

You can catch JEV if an infected mosquito bites you. You cannot catch JEV from other people. You cannot 
catch JEV from eating meat. 

Most people who have the JEV infection do not get very sick. Some people can have fever and headache. 

A small number of people who catch the virus will get encephalitis, which causes inflammation of the brain. 
Encephalitis can cause permanent damage to the nervous system. It can sometimes cause death. 

Protect yourself and your family by getting vaccinated. 

Some people in South Australia can get the JEV vaccine for free. You are eligible for the free vaccine if you: 

✔️ live OR work in one of the postcodes below  

AND 

✔️ spend at least 4 hours outside most days 

Postcode Largest town in 
area 

Postcode Largest town in 
area 

Postcode Largest town in 
area 

5214 Goolwa 5320 Morgan 5342 Monash 

5238 Mannum 5321 Cadell 5343 Berri 

5253 Murray Bridge 5322 Qualco 5343 Gerard 

5254 Murray Bridge 5330 Waikerie 5344 Glossop 

5256 Milang 5331 Kingston-on-Murray 5345 Barmera 

5259 Lake Alexandrina 5332 Moorook 5346 Cobdogla 

5259 Raukkan 5333 Loxton 5353 Cambrai* 

5260 Tailem Bend 5340 Paringa 5354 Swan Reach 

5264 Meningie 5341 Renmark 5357 Blanchetown 

 

* only including the area east of Ridley Road/Halfway House Road but including the localities of Sedan and Cambrai. 

People living in Finniss, Nalpa, Mulgundawa and Lake Plains are also eligible. 

Go to the website to find a place where you can get a free vaccine 
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/JEVvaccine  
 

JEV vaccines are safe and effective. The vaccines have been used for many years  
by people living in and travelling to the Torres Strait Islands and southeast Asia.  

Speak to your doctor if you have questions about the JEV vaccine.  

http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/JEVvaccine

