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Frequently asked questions 
ADVICE ON COVID-19 ASTRAZENECA VACCINE 

The Australian Technical Advisory group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has reviewed their 

advice on the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine. ATAGI recommend Pfizer as the 

preferred vaccine for people aged under 60 years. Read the ATAGI advice.  

This doesn’t change who is currently eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine but it means the 

Pfizer is now the preferred vaccine for people under 60. 

From 17 June 2021, eligible South Australians who are aged 16 to 59 will receive the 

Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.  

 

WHY HAS THE AGE RANGE BEEN CHANGED? 

The recommendation ATAGI have made is based on new evidence that has emerged that demonstrates 

a higher risk of Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS) in the 50-59 year old age group than 

initially thought.   

The benefits of the vaccine still vastly outweigh any risk for people aged 60 and over.  

WHAT IF I’M ALREADY BOOKED IN TO GET VACCINATED? 

If you’re booked in to an SA Health COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic, you should attend your appointment. 

You will be given the vaccine recommended for you.  

If you’re booked in at a GP, you can reschedule your appointment at a Pfizer vaccination site.   

There is a high demand for the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine at the moment. Please be patient as we work 

through this change and make more appointments available.  

Throughout July, more Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines will become available, and they will also start to be 

delivered by selected GPs.  

I’M 50-59 – HOW CAN I BOOK MY PFIZER APPOINTMENT? 

You will only need to book in for a Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine if you have not already had your first dose of 

the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine. If you have had your first dose of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 

vaccine, advice from ATAGI is that you can safely receive your second dose as planned.  

The Commonwealth Government’s COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility Checker and Clinic Finder will be 

updated, enabling eligible people aged 16 to 59 to book an appointment to be vaccinated with the Pfizer 

COVID-19 vaccine.  

All people in regional South Australia aged 16 to 59 can book their appointments now through our 

Regional Clinic Finder.  

If an appointment is not available right away, new clinics and appointments are being added regularly, so 

please wait a few days and check again. 

  

https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-statement-on-revised-recommendations-on-the-use-of-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-17-june-2021
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/conditions/infectious+diseases/covid-19/vaccine/getting+vaccinated/regional+covid-19+vaccination+clinics/regional+covid-19+vaccination+clinics
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I’VE HAD MY FIRST DOSE OF ASTRAZENECA, CAN I SWITCH TO PFIZER FOR MY SECOND 

DOSE? 

To be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 you must have two doses of the same vaccine. 

If you’ve had your first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine without developing Thrombosis with 

Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS) or experiencing another serious adverse event, then you can safely 

receive your second dose regardless of your age. 

WHAT IF I DON’T WANT MY SECOND DOSE OF ASTRAZENECA? 

Getting vaccinated is not mandatory. However, we strongly encourage you to get vaccinated as COVID-

19 can cause serious ongoing health conditions, and sometimes death. 

To be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 you must have two doses of the same vaccine. ATAGI does not 

currently recommend switching to another COVID-19 vaccine type. 

If you’ve had your first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine without developing Thrombosis with 

Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS) or experiencing another serious adverse event, then you can safely 

receive your second dose regardless of your age. 

WHY IS ASTRAZENECA STILL RECOMMENDED FOR PEOPLE OVER 60? 

It is important to note the AstraZeneca vaccine remains highly effective at preventing death and severe 

illness among people who have contracted COVID-19 – and that the incidence of the blood-clotting 

syndrome is very rare when aged over 60 years. 

ATAGI has advised the AstraZeneca vaccine remains safe to be administered to people aged 60 years 

and over. 

While Australia currently has very low or no community transmission of COVID-19, this could change. 

The risk of serious disease and death in Australia remains, even as border controls and other measures 

continue. 

The incidence of Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS) is much lower in people aged 60 

years and over. In addition, people aged 60 and over are much more likely to become seriously unwell if 

they catch COVID-19. 

WHAT IS THE CLOTTING SIDE EFFECT? 

The clotting syndrome that has been linked to the AstraZeneca vaccine is extremely rare. 

 Thrombosis is the formation of a blood clot, which prevents blood flowing normally through the body. 

 Thrombocytopenia is a condition in which you have a low blood platelet count. Platelets 

(thrombocytes) are blood cells that help blood clot. Platelets stop bleeding by clumping and forming 

plugs in blood vessel injuries. 

 Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS) is a rare and new syndrome which involves 

blood clots (occurring in body sites like the brain or abdomen) together with low platelet levels. 

IF I’M ALREADY SUSCEPTIBLE TO BLOOD CLOTS FOR ANOTHER REASON, AM I AT A HIGHER 

RISK OF DEVELOPING TTS? 

So far no specific biological risk factors or pre-existing medical conditions have been found to modify (i.e. 

increase or decrease) the risk of Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome TTS occurring after 

AstraZeneca vaccine. However, if you have any concerns, you should discuss them with your doctor. 

While there have been more reports of TTS in women in some settings, this may be because more 

vaccine doses have been given to women. In one country the reported rate of TTS (number of cases 

adjusted for the number of men and women vaccinated) was similar in men and women. 

ATAGI recommends that vaccination with any COVID-19 vaccine should be deferred for people who have 

a confirmed medical history of: 

 cerebral venous sinus thrombosis (CVST) 

 heparin induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) 

 idiopathic splanchnic (mesenteric, portal and splenic) venous thrombosis 

 anti-phospholipid syndrome with thrombosis. 
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I’VE HAD AN ASTRAZENECA VACCINE WITHIN THE LAST FOUR WEEKS – WHAT SHOULD I DO? 

The clotting syndrome that has been linked to the AstraZeneca vaccine is extremely rare. 

You may experience some common side effects following vaccination. Most side effects last no more 

than a couple of days and you will recover without any problems. 

Common reactions to vaccination include pain, redness and/or swelling where you received the needle, 

mild fever, headache and flu-like symptoms. 

Serious reactions such as allergic reactions are extremely rare, but it’s important to be aware of the 

symptoms of more serious reactions so you can seek medical attention immediately if you experience 

them: 

 shortness of breath 

 chest pain 

 swelling in your leg 

 persistent abdominal (belly) pain 

 neurological symptoms, including severe and persistent headaches or blurred vision 

 tiny blood spots under the skin beyond the site of injection. 

If you go to your GP or a hospital with any concerns, please let them know that you have recently had the 

AstraZeneca vaccine. 

If you’ve had your first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine without developing a serious side effect or 

adverse event, then you can safely receive your second dose regardless of your age. 

You can use the COVID-19 vaccine side effects symptom checker if you have concerns about any 

symptoms after your vaccine. The checker is also available through the National Coronavirus Helpline 

on 1800 020 080, 24 hours a day. 

WHY IS AUSTRALIA’S ASTRAZENECA ADVICE DIFFERENT TO OTHER COUNTRIES? 

Each country’s advice has been informed by the local risk for COVID-19, how much of the population has 

already been vaccinated and in what age groups, and whether they have an alternative supply of 

vaccines. 

Australia currently has very low or no community transmission of COVID-19, but this could change. The 

risk of serious disease and death in Australia remains, even as border controls and other measures 

continue. 

The risk-versus-benefit assessment for the use of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine is different for 

Australia compared to other countries, such as those with widespread transmission.  

WHO CAN I SPEAK TO IF I HAVE CONCERNS? 

If you’d like to speak to someone, you can call National Coronavirus Helpline 1800 020 080, your GP or 

your vaccine provider if you’ve already been vaccinated or have an appointment to be vaccinated. 

 

 

 

For more information 

National COVID-19 Vaccine Helpline 1800 020 080 

covidvaccine.sa.gov.au 
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