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with a free immmunisation

Find out more
Talk to your GP or usual immunisation  
provider about your eligibility and to book  
an appointment.

What to do if your baby or child has 
serious symptoms of RSV

Call healthdirect on 1800 022 222 to 
speak with a registered nurse (24/7)

Call the Parent Helpline (Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital) on 1300 364 100 
(available between 7:15am and 9:15pm)

!   	 In an emergency, call Triple Zero   
	 (000) or go to your nearest 		
	 emergency department.

Further information
sahealth.sa.gov.au/rsv

Immunisation Section
Department for Health and Wellbeing
SA Health
Telephone: 1300 232 272



Getting vaccinated  
during pregnancy

Having the maternal RSV vaccine (Abrysvo®) 
during your pregnancy is a safe and effective 
way to protect your baby against serious illness 
from RSV.

The RSV vaccine is free under the National 
Immunisation Program (NIP) from 28 weeks  
of pregnancy, for people who have a      
Medicare card.

Research shows getting vaccinated 
during pregnancy significantly reduces 
the risk of your baby becoming seriously ill 
and being admitted to hospital with RSV.

How the RSV vaccine works
When you receive the RSV vaccine, you develop 
antibodies against RSV. These antibodies are 
passed to your baby through the placenta.       
This helps to protect your baby from the day  
they are born. 

Getting the RSV vaccine at the same  
time as another vaccine
You can safely receive the RSV vaccine at 
the same time as the flu or whooping cough 
vaccines.

Providing extra protection to  
some babies 
Your baby may need extra protection against 
RSV and may be eligible to receive the free 
infant RSV immunisation (Beyfortus™). 

How the infant RSV immunisation works 
The RSV immunisation gives your baby        
ready-made antibodies to protect them       
against RSV.

When the infant RSV immunisation may 
be recommended
The RSV immunisation may be recommended for 
your baby if they are less than 8 months  
old and:

	X You did not receive the RSV vaccine during 
your pregnancy, or

	X You had the RSV vaccine less than 2 weeks 
before giving birth, or

	X You or your baby have certain medical 
conditions (even if you received the  
RSV vaccine).

Some children up to 2 years old may need a 
dose of the RSV immunisation if they have a 
medical condition that makes them more likely to 
get very sick from RSV.

What is RSV?
RSV is a highly contagious virus that causes 
cold-like symptoms and serious lung infections.

It is spread through droplets from an infected 
person’s cough or sneeze. 

RSV can be a serious disease for babies and 
young children and is the most common reason 
they are admitted to hospital.

Symptoms of RSV can be:
	X A runny nose

	X Decreased appetite

	X Coughing or sneezing

	X Wheezing.

More serious symptoms include:
	X Having difficulty breathing

	X Having trouble feeding and sleeping.


