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What is a long stay patient? 
You are a long stay patient if you have been 
an admitted patient in hospital (public or 
private) for a continuous period exceeding  
35 days. The 35 day qualifying period is 
broken only if you are discharged from 
hospital, and are not admitted to another  
one for at least seven days. 

When is a bed fee charged?
If you are a long stay non-acute patient, 
you will be charged a bed fee (patient 
contribution charge) from the 36th day  
of your stay.  This fee is not covered by 
private health insurance.

You are a non-acute patient if you are 
assessed by your treating doctor as  
no longer requiring acute care.

If you are a long stay acute patient, you will 
not be charged if you are a Medicare eligible 
public patient; and, if private, the bed day 
fee will be billed to your health fund.

How is the bed fee  
(patient contribution) 
calculated?
This charge is determined by the 
Government and represents 87.5% of the 
Commonwealth single standard pension 
benefit plus rent assistance. 

Any further questions?
Any queries relating to your Long Stay  
Patient status can be directed to the ward  
staff or alternatively, you can call the Manager 
of Patient Election Office on 8204 4080 
weekdays between 8:30 – 4:30pm.

Please use this space to make any notes 
or to ask any questions:


