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Researcher identifies need to seek SA Health Human Research Ethics Committee
(HREC) and/or Site Specific Assessment (SSA) approval/s for a new project
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Researcher reviews National Statement to consider

risk profile of project (consult local HREC if unsure)

Will the project utilise the National Mutual Acceptance scheme?

If yes and the SA Health HREC will be the lead HREC, a Human Research
Ethics Application (HREA) is required via RESEARCH GEMS
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Low risk project?

Low risk pathway—CALHN,
NALHN

NO RESEARCH GEMS

Submit low risk application
using locally available forms

HREC and RGOs assess
application

Low risk pathway—DHW,
SALHN, WCHN and all re-
gional LHNs

RESEARCH GEMS

Researcher amends and
resubmits

No

Approved?

Full HREC & SSA review
pathway

Submit HREA and SSA/s via
Research GEMS

HREC and RGOs assess
application
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Researcher notified

Research may commence
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