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Pharmacist Vaccine Administration

Frequently Asked Questions on the use of regulation 18(3a) of the Controlled
Substances (Poisons) Regulations 2011, which allows for pharmacists to
administer vaccines.

What is changing and why?

Since 2015, pharmacists were allowed to administer vaccines without a prescription under the
Vaccine Administration Code (VAC). The VAC is subordinate legislation which was originally
developed to facilitate Registered Nurses administering vaccines under state and national
immunisation programs without the authority of a prescription or a standing medication order.

The community acceptance and demand for pharmacist delivered immunisation services has
increased significantly since pharmacists began immunising and many pharmacists scope of
practice in relation to immunisation services has surpassed the limitations of the VAC. As such,
a new regulation was made on the 23" of January 2025 (regulation 18(3a)) to allow
pharmacists to offer additional new immunisation services, such as vaccines required for the
purpose of travel, while continuing to facilitate the same services allowable under the VAC.

Subsequent to the making of the new regulations, pharmacists were removed from the VAC on
the 30t January 2025.

What training must a pharmacist have undertaken to utilise
regulation 18(3a)?

Regulation (3a)(a) of the Controlled Substances (Poisons) Regulations 2011 outlines the
minimum training a pharmacist must complete to utilise the regulation for administration of
vaccines. The pharmacist must have successfully completed an immunisation education or
training program accredited for pharmacists by the Australian Pharmacy Council (APC) or
Health Education Services Australia (HESA). There is also facility in the regulation for
additional training accreditors to be approved should a future need arise.

University courses are accredited by APC. If a degree course covers immunisation training and
is listed on the APC website, this sufficiently covers the minimum training requirements under
the regulation. The APC may also accredit other pharmacist immunisation training courses.

The HESA website lists all immunisation education programs which it accredits. It is important
to note, if a pharmacist is completing a HESA accredited course, it must be one which is
accredited for pharmacists.

Which vaccines can a pharmacist administer?

Pharmacists may only administer vaccines in keeping with their own individual scope of
practice. The regulation outlines broad education and training requirements and that the
vaccine must be administered in accordance with the instructions appearing in the Australian
Immunisation Handbook (or another resource if information doesn’t yet exist in the handbook).

The legislation must be considered in combination with the individual practitioners’ education,
training and experience, professional practice standards and the requirement for AHPRA
registered pharmacists to practice within their scope. Regulation 18(3a) allows for pharmacists
to administer schedule 4 vaccines supplied to consumers on prescription as well as
administration of vaccines without a lawful prescription.


https://www.pharmacycouncil.org.au/education-provider/accreditation/vaccination-training-provided-within-Australian-pharmacy-programs/
https://hesa.com.au/

If within a pharmacist’s individual scope of practice, under regulation 18(3a) they may
administer;

e Vaccines as part of specified programs, for example the National Immunisation
Program (NIP) or State-funded programs, and
e Privately funded vaccines, including vaccines required for the purpose of travel.

In addition to working within the legislation and the pharmacist’s individual scope, employers or
organisations may set additional policies to outline which vaccine services they offer and which
training they require their staff to have undertaken in order to offer certain services. For
example, an employer may require their staff to complete a specific travel health course prior to
offering vaccinations for the purpose of travel.

Who can pharmacists administer vaccines to?

Most pharmacist education and training programs will equip pharmacists with the skills required
to administer vaccines to adults and children aged 5 years and above. In most cases, all other
groups would fall outside the pharmacist’s scope of practise. The National Immunisation
Program Vaccination In Pharmacy (NIPVIP) program funds pharmacists to administer vaccines
to eligible adults and children aged 5 years or older.

A persons Medicare status may be of importance when considering immunisation under funded
programs.

Where can pharmacists obtain stock of vaccines?

National or State funded vaccines

Vaccines funded under national or state programs, for example, the NIPVIP program can be
sourced from the SA Health Vaccine Distribution Centre (VDC). Pharmacies must continue to
register with the VDC, in the same way they did when working under the VAC. More
information on the VDC can be found here. Stock of funded vaccines must be managed in
accordance with the SA Health stipulations on vaccine storage.

Private vaccine stock

Vaccines intended to be used for privately funded immunisation services should be obtained
through the pharmacy’s usual medicine wholesalers or suppliers. The pharmacist is
responsible for ensuring proper storage of vaccines.

What can a pharmacist charge for immunisation services?

The fees and charges for private immunisation services provided by a pharmacist may be set
by the individual organisation or pharmacist providing the services. These should be clearly
explained to the consumer/carer/parent prior to any services being provided and may include a
service or administration fee on top of the cost of the vaccine itself.

Vaccines provided under the NIPVIP are funded by the Australian Government. An
administration fee for service can be claimed through the Pharmacy Programs Administrator.
Under the rules of NIPVIP, the consumer cannot be charged any additional fees.

Vaccines administered as part of state-based programs are not eligible for claiming of
administration fees under the NIPVIP program.


https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/immunisation+for+health+professionals/vaccine+ordering+and+storage/vaccine+ordering+and+storage
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/immunisation+for+health+professionals/vaccine+ordering+and+storage/vaccine+storage
https://www.ppaonline.com.au/home

Can a provisionally registered (intern) pharmacist or pharmacy
students administer vaccines under the regulation?

A provisionally registered pharmacist (intern pharmacists) may administer a vaccine under the
direct supervision of a registered pharmacist. Both the supervising pharmacist and the
provisionally registered pharmacist need to meet all the legislative requirements outlined in
regulation 18(3a) including education and training requirements and requirements pertaining to
the administration being in accordance with the Australian Immunisation Handbook.

The regulation specifically facilitates registered pharmacists administering vaccines, therefore
students cannot administer vaccines under regulation 18(3a).

Are pharmacies still required to register with SA Health as
‘approved organisations’?

When working under the VAC, there was a requirement for pharmacy premises to register with
SA Health as an ‘Approved organisation for delivering specified immunisation programs’. This
is no longer a requirement for pharmacists administering vaccines under regulation 18(3a).
Organisational approvals will not be actively revoked, noting they will expire 3 years after they
were initially granted and will no longer be applicable for the pharmacist workforce once
pharmacists are removed from the VAC. If a pharmacy employs another health professional
working under the VAC, for example a registered nurse, options to facilitate that practitioner
delivering immunisation services should be discussed with the SA Health immunisation team.

To obtain supply of government funded (e.g. NIPVIP) vaccine stock from the SA Health
Vaccine Distribution Centre (VDC), the pharmacy will still be required to register with the VDC.

Where can | find more information?

The SA Health Pharmacist Vaccine Administration Protocols provide detailed information to
support pharmacists in South Australia providing immunisation services. In addition, the
following resources provide general information for pharmacist immunisers;

e The Pharmaceutical Society of Australia (PSA) Practice Guidelines for pharmacists
providing immunisation services

e The Australian Immunisation Handbook

For more information

Immunisation Section

Communicable Disease Control Branch

Public Health | Department for Health and Wellbeing
Telephone: 1300 232 272
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/immunisationprovider
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https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/immunisation+for+health+professionals/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs/approved+organisations+for+delivering+specified+immunisation+programs#:~:text=These%20organisations%20include%20incorporated%20hospitals,require%20approval%20from%20the%20Minister.
https://my.psa.org.au/servlet/fileField?entityId=ka10o0000009JkqAAE&field=PDF_File_Member_Content__Body__s
https://my.psa.org.au/servlet/fileField?entityId=ka10o0000009JkqAAE&field=PDF_File_Member_Content__Body__s
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/the-australian-immunisation-handbook?language=en
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/immunisationprovider

