
National Cervical Screening Program. A joint Australian, State and Territory Government Initiative.

SA Cervix Screening Program

Are Pap smears necessary after a hysterectomy? 
A hysterectomy is an operation to remove the uterus (womb). Hysterectomies may 
be performed because of abnormal or heavy bleeding, prolapse, fibroids or other 
gynaecological problems including cancer. In most cases, the whole uterus including 
the cervix is removed. Occasionally, a sub-total hysterectomy is done and the cervix 
is not removed. Sometimes the fallopian tubes and ovaries are also removed at the 
same time as the hysterectomy.

A Pap smear is a simple test to detect changes in the cells of the cervix (neck of 
the womb). Cells are taken from the cervix and fixed on a glass slide and sent to a 
la~oratory for testing. The Pap test is a test to pick up abnormal cells so that these 
cells can be assessed and treated to prevent them later becoming cancerous.

Whether you need to have Pap smears after a hysterectomy depends on:
• Whether you still have a cervix
• Why the hysterectomy was performed
• Whether your Pap smears were normal before the operation 2 in every 5 
 Australian women are likely to have a hysterectomy

If you have a cervix you still need to have regular Pap smears
After a hysterectomy (if the cervix was removed), you may need to have a 
smear from the vault (top of the vagina), if:

• The hysterectomy was done because of cancer of the cervix, uterus,  
ovaries, or fallopian tubes

• Abnormal cells were found at the time of the surgery
• You previously had a high grade abnormal smear
• You have had abnormal cells in the vagina
• You don’t know whether you have ever had an abnormal smear or you  

don’t know why the hysterectomy was done
• You are taking medication which suppresses your immune system  

(eg cortisone prescribed for asthma or arthritis or medication for transplants)
• You were exposed to the drug diethylstilboestrol before you were born  

(this drug was prescribed to pregnant women to prevent miscarriage in  
the 1950’s and 1960’s)

• You have any pain, bleeding or abnormal discharge from the vagina

Most women who have had a hysterectomy do not 
need regular smears. If you are not sure whether  
you need a smear, talk to your doctor.

fact sheet Hysterectomy

• Speak to your doctor or call the women’s health 
information line on 1300 882 880. 

• For information about Pap smears and screening for 
cervical cancer you can search on the web at  
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/papsmear or call 13 15 56

For more information and advice.


