
General 
Anaesthesia (GA)

and your 
child’s dental care

SA Dental Service

Referral for General Anaesthesia (GA)

It has been recommended your child has dental treatment under GA. 
So that your child is comfortable, they will be asleep during the 
procedure and usually in hospital for less than a day - there is no 
overnight stay.
There are many reasons why a GA is recommended.  This may include 
but is not limited to age, extent of decay and complexity of treatment, 
medical or patient anxiety.

There are several referral options available, Dental clinic staff will explain 
each referral option:

> Referral to a public hospital at various locations (including Women’s
and Children’s Hospital).  Your child's name will be placed on a
waiting list and waiting times vary (check with staff).
Cost: no fee will be charged for this option.

> Referral to a private hospital with SA Dental Service Dentist  –
Glenelg Community Hospital.  Your child's name will be placed on a
waiting list and waiting times vary (check with staff).
Cost: no cost for dental treatment.  There are charges associated with
the hospital (discuss with staff).

> Referral to a private paediatric dentist (children’s specialist).
Cost: all costs covered by you or your private health insurance cover.
Waiting times for treatment to be advised by your private specialist. A
list of private paediatric dentist is available for your convenience.
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While your child is waiting for treatment 
While your child’s name is on the waiting list, it is important that you:

> Continue to attend your referring dental clinic so we can review your
child’s dental health.

> Continue preventive strategies such as regular tooth brushing and
avoiding sugary drinks and foods.

> Contact your clinic straight away, if your child has pain or develops
facial swelling. If after hours, call healthdirect Australia on
1800 022 222.

> Before your child has the GA, you will need to attend an appointment
to talk about the procedure and sign hospital consent forms. You will
be contacted either by letter or phone to organise this appointment.

> It is important to advise your local clinic if your contact details (phone
number and address) change at any time.

For more information
SA Dental Service
GPO Box 864
Adelaide SA 5001
Telephone: 1300 008 222 
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/sadental

Interpreters: If you need an interpreter, call the clinic before
your appointment, so that staff can arrange for one to be
present when you attend.

If you are deaf, or have a hearing or speech impairment, 
contact the National Relay Service. For more information call 
1800 555 660 or visit www.relayservice.gov.au
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